
6 STEPS TO LEARNING A SONG

Step 1. Theory
Complete any writing assignments. Review new theory pages  at least twice during the week. Quiz 
yourself each day on new information until you have memorized it.

Step 2. Analyze    PF-DAD your music. Look for:
• Patterns (repetition, chords, scales, etc.)
• Fingerings
• Dynamic signs (loud, soft, accents, diminuendo, etc.)
• Articulation (staccatos, slurs, etc.)
• Directions (repeat signs, tempo markings, hand-written reminders, etc.)

Step 3. Rhythm Do not go on until you can confidently clap and count the rhythm out loud!
• Look above the first measure of the song for a description of how fast the song goes.
• What's the time signature? 
• What beat number does the song start on? (ex. 1st 2nd 3rd or 4th beat of the measure)
• Look for tempo markings? (ritardando, a tempo, fermata, etc.)
• Practice clapping or tapping on your knees while counting out loud.

Step 4. Note Names 
Say the letter names of each note. If you are not sure, DON'T GUESS! Where can you find the answer? 

• Theory pages 
• Note chart 
• Find a note you know. Spell up or down from it.
• Look at the intervals. 

Step 5. Play Intelligently 
• Don't waste time practicing parts you already know.
• Practice in small sections, from 1 to 4 measures at a time.
• Count out loud while playing.
1. Play new songs straight through once or twice to get an idea of how they're supposed to go. 
2. Each day mark the 2 most challenging parts. Practice these parts first.
3. Practice hands separately first. When you feel confident, try hands together.
4. Now combine 2 small sections into one larger section. How did you do?

Step 6. Tell a Story  Music should always tell a story or emotion. Play like a musical artist.

Your  goal  for  each  practice  session  is  to  make the  two most  challenging  parts 
easier. Don't be surprised if the next day, the challenging parts are really hard again. 
It usually takes at least two days of practice for your brain to remember what to do.


